Media Excerpts for World Hepatitis Day 2022
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VP Naiduunderlinesneed to
increase awarenesson Hepatitis
among public & policy makers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 28 JULY

Vice President M. Venkaiah
Naidu today emphasised the
need to increase awareness
about Hepatitis both among
the public and policy-mak-
ers.

He also wanted policy-
makers and public repre-
sentativesatall levels to take
the message about pre-
ventable hepatitis to the peo-
ple in their respective con-
stituencies.

In his keynote addressin
the awareness session on
World Hepatitis Day for the
Members of Parliament at
Parliament House, the vice
president called for making
the campaign for eliminat-
ing hepatitis by 2030 a ‘peo-

ple’s movement’, along the
lines of Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan and TB Free India
Campaign.

Naidu advised the law-
makers that the campaign to
eliminate hepatitis be carried
out in the local language of
the people to maximise out-
reach. He also called for
innovation in government
messaging in this regard, to
avoid monotony and to make
the message accessible and
understandable to the com-
mon man,

He said that while India
is becoming stronger glob-
ally on all fronts, it is equal-
ly important to make India
“ahealthy and happy nation”.
He also urged people to
adopt better dietary habits
and a physically active
lifestyle.

Thevice presidentappre-
ciated Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla for providing con-
tinuous patronage to the
cause of hepatitis and also
thanked Dr SKSarinand his
team of doctors at ILBS for
their consistent efforts on this
public health issue.




Vice President Venkaiah Naidu exhorts parliamentarians
to play major role for hepatitis-free India

This year’s theme “bringing hepatitis care closer to you” aimed to simplify
hepatitis care and to take hepatitis care to primary health centers and

community locations, the statement said.

Written by PTI, Updated: July 29, 2022 12:44:52 pm

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu on Thursday exhorted parliamentarians to take the
cause of a hepatitis-free India to their constituencies and spread the message in
vernacular languages for more impact.

Vice President and Chairman of Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu, along with Speaker
of Lok Sabha Om Birla, chaired an event on Thursday to sensitise the
parliamentarians on hepatitis on the occasion of World Hepatitis Day 2022, a
health ministry statement said.

Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya apprised the audience on the situation
of hepatitis in the country and explained the need to rapidly eliminate the disease,
it said.

This year’s theme “bringing hepatitis care closer to you” aimed to simplify hepatitis
care and to take hepatitis care to primary health centers and community locations,
the statement said.
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ERADICATION OF HEPATITIS SHOULD BE A PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT: LOK SABHA SPEAKER

July 28, 2022 17:11

New Delhi 28 July 2021: Lok Sabha Secretariat organized an Awareness Session on World Hepatitis
Day in Parliament House Complex, today. Vice President of India and Chairman Rajya Sabha, M.
Venkaiah Naidu; Lok Sabha Speaker, Om Birla; Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare and
Chemicals and Fertilizers, Mansukh L. Mandaviya; Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha, Harivansh and Lt.
Governor of Delhi, Vinai Kumar Saxena graced the occasion.

Members of Parliament and other dignitaries attended the Awareness session.

On this occasion, speaking on India’s commitment to eliminate Hepatitis by 2030, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla said that elimination of Hepatitis should be a people’s movement. OBSERVING THAT
Awareness is key to fight against Hepatitis, Birla called upon stakeholders to work purposively and
proactively to give a tough fight to this deadly disease.

Speaking on the role of public representatives from Panchayats to Parliament, Birla said that they should
reach out to people and educate them about this disease. Educating people will eliminate their ignorance
about Hepatitis, Birla highlighted. The Speaker appealed the public representatives to create awareness
among people about Hepatitis and its preventive measures. He further added that such awareness
campaign should be done in the local language so that people can easily understand the message.

Appreciating the role of Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences (ILBS) in sensitization and credible strategy
in the fight against this disease, Birla said that their stellar work in this direction need to be emulated by
all those who are concerned with the domain of public health.

An awareness booklet on the causes, symptoms and preventive measures for combating Hepatitis was
released on this occasion.

Vice President Venkaiah Nadu administered an oath for elimination of Hepatitis to Members of Parliament
and other attendees.

Earlier, Birla inaugurated Liver Health Check up Camp for Members of Parliament in Parliament House
Complex.

The seminar was organised by the Parliamentary Research and Training Institute for Democracies
(PRIDE) and Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences (ILBS), New Delhi.




4 cr Indians have chronic hepatitis B

Tribune News Service, Aditi Tandon, New Delhi, July 28
Updated At: Jul 29, 2022 12:29 PM (IST)

Viral hepatitis despite being preventable and treatable kills more people than HIV and
malaria, nearly one person every 30 seconds globally.

World hepatitis day

¢ 1 lakh Indians die annually from liver cirrhosis/liver cancer caused by HBV

e 42% of HCV and 33% of HBV infections caused by unsafe injection practices
globally

¢ InIndia, N-E, tribal population and Punjab HCV hotspots due to higher injecting
drug use

Treatment available

e HBV: Vaccine available
e HCV: Sofosbuvir tablet; no vaccine as of now
e Hep A, E: Mostly self-limiting

An estimated 6 crore people live with chronic hepatitis B (HBV) and about 1.05 crore with
chronic hepatitis C (HCV) in the South East Asian Region alone with the World Health
Organisation on Thursday — World Hepatitis Day — asking nations to “bring hepatitis care
closer to people”.

India rolled out the national hepatitis control plan in 2019. The WHO estimates that India’s
national prevalence of HBV is 4 per cent of the population and that of HCV 1.2 per cent.
Experts say around 4 crore Indians are living with chronic HBV and 1.2 crore with chronic
HCV viruses, representing numbers that make the HIV epidemic look small.

The national plan pledges to prioritise HBV vaccine administration at birth and address HCV
by screening the population and making treatments available for free.

Government data suggest over 10 lakh Indians die annually from liver diseases caused by
hepatitis C and B and a lakh of liver cirrhosis and liver cancer caused by hepatitis B alone.

“Among all carriers of HBV and HCV, 20-30 per cent will annually develop liver cirrhosis.
Of these, 3 per cent will annually get liver cancers progressing to death,” leading hepatologist
SK Sarin says.
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“Only regular testing can arrest Hepatitis B and prevent liver cancer”

July 28, 2022 6:16:30 pm

With the global goal of reducing the incidence of the blood-borne Hepatitis B and C by 90
per cent in 2030, the Vice-Chancellor of the Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences, Dr SK
Sarin, talks about the need for making treatments accessible, the need for 100 per cent
childhood immunisation for Hepatitis B and reducing the stigma so that people get tested.

What are the steps that need to be taken to eliminate Hepatitis B completely?

Eliminating Hepatitis B completely would require ensuring treatment to all those with a chronic
infection, preventing transmission from mother to child and immunising children against the
infection. Among adults, 95 per cent of Hepatitis B infection clears out and is not chronic. In
children, on the other hand, 90 per cent of the infections can be chronic.

One good thing is that now all blood and blood products given to patients are thoroughly
screened and so the horizontal transmission (from person to person) has gone down significantly.
It is the vertical transmission (from mother to child) that persists.

To prevent transmission, pregnant women must be screened for the infection and put on
treatment in the third trimester. And, 100 per cent immunisation must be ensured among
newborns.

Other than pregnant mothers, who needs to be treated for Hepatitis B?

People who have Hepatitis B along with jaundice, stage 2 or fibrosis (scarring of the liver and
consequent hardening of the tissue) and cirrhosis (later stage of fibrosis where the chronic
damage leads to inflammation and fibrous hardening of liver tissue). This is the current
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Thanking the parliamentarians for their enthusiastic participation, the vice
president expressed his deep concern over the issue of hepatitis and called upon
them to take the cause of a hepatitis-free India to their constituencies and spread
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